
Planet Culture 



∗ Climate change in simple terms is the 
erosion of the natural world 

 
 
 
 



     
 

We are disconnected from nature 
Marshal McLuhan (p.3, 1994) stated: “we have acquired the art of carrying 

out the most dangerous social operations with complete detachment.” 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How can we care for nature if we are separate from it? How can we understand the importance of nature if we are disconnected from it? Many say that the reason meaningful action on climate change has not been taken is because we do not feel it’s effects and we cannot see climate change. Well another way to look at this is that if we are to appreciate nature we are to engage and interact with it, but since our world is increasing becoming more and more void of nature we cannot appreciate it and thus we do not fully grasp the importance of climate change. 



Climate Change is Terrifying  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Temperature is rising to quickly for us to adapte!



As the concentration of Carbon Dioxide increases in the 
atmosphere so to does the pH level of the ocean becomes, 
which makes it more acidic. When this happens the ecosystem 
of the ocean is jeopardized. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows how climate change is complex But it does not have to be that complex!



Massive Ice Melt 



*Carbon dioxide is rising at such a rate that it is too fast for 
evolution to allow for many species to adapt (Eggleton, 2013).  
The increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is 200 times 
quicker. 
*The level of Carbon Dioxide in the atmosphere was 280ppm in 
prior to the industrial revolution. Today the concentration of 
Carbon Dioxide in the atmosphere is 405 parts per million, which 
is 45% higher (Environment Hamilton, 2017). 
*2016 was the hottest year on record and 16 of the last 17 years 
have been the hottest in recorded history (Environment 
Hamilton, 2017) . 
The West Antarctic Glacier is melting at an “unstoppable ”. NASA 
scientist says that this will come with a sea level rise of 3-4 meters 
that will displace tens of millions of people (Klein, p. 14, 2015)   
  

Unfortunate facts 



Not having a good relationship with nature and climate change 
being a very discomforting issue to talk about it is a major 
reason why most people do not take individual action taken to 
address climate change. 
 
Dr. Thomas Homer Dixon states in his book The Upside of Down 
(2010) that if we are to overcome climate change we have to 
reduce our individual carbon footprint by 90% . 
 
However, what many of us do not realize that climate change 
does not have to be a begrudging journey of self sacrifice and 
lower our quality of life. Rather there is exciting opportunity 
that climate change presents for us.   
 

Can We Overcome Climate Change?  



Opportunity can reframe how we look at 
climate change 

 



Graham Bell definition of permaculture is: 
Permaculture is the conscious design and maintenance of 
agriculturally productive systems which have the diversity, 
stability, and resilience of natural ecosystems. It is the harmonious 
integration of the landscape with people providing their food, 
energy, shelter and other material and non-material needs in a 
sustainable way 
 
But, permaculture is more than this, as it is individuals working 
with nature to help improve its condition. Through this not only 
are they connecting with nature but they are making change that 
provides them with nutrious local produce.  
 

Permaculture  



We need to believe that we as individuals  can make 
change. Permaculture provides the opportunity not 
only see change but to be participating in this 
transforming and preconfiguring a future society that 
respects nature.  
 
We many not be able to feel the effects of climate 
change, but we can be exposed to experience nature 
every single day. The lacking interaction we have with 
climate change can be replaced by engaging with 
nature, by engaging with nature we can realize the 
importance of climate change.  

Why Permaculture 



Establishing a Belief that we can 
make change  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TO PLANT A GRADEN IS TO BELIVE IN TOMMORW!To have hope in the future! To believ that waking up tommorowo is great! The imprtance of belife and that we can make a change!



 
 
 
 
 
 

Making change by people 
participating in it 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 1000 students have participated in the creation of the university of Massetthcutes permaculture garden. Laura De Lind puts it well when she says that “without an emotional, spiritual, and a physical glue to create loyalty, not to a product, but to layered sets of embodied relationships, local will have no holding power” (quoted in Mikulak, p. 117, 2015). 



“60-80% of our impact on the planet comes from house hold 
consumption” (Environment Hamiltion, 2017).  
We need to move away from material goods and non essentials 
and find fulfillment in the everyday things around us, like food, 
nature and people.  

Participation can segue way into 
finding meaning in relationships 



The American Ge0-physical Union (AGU) sees that there is a direct 
correlation between the values of selfishness, greedy and 
individualism that neo-liberal culture has fostered and people’s 
having anti-environmental views and that climate change is 
irreversible (Klein, 2015).  
 
Psychologist Tim Kasser declares that “people prioritize values 
and goals such as achievement, money, power, status and image, 
they tend to hold more negative attitudes towards the 
environment, are less likely to engage in positive environmental 
behaviors and are more likely to use natural resources 
unsustainably (Kline, p. 60, 2015).    
 
In other words our culture is predicated on teaching us that we 
are against nature, rather than being part of nature.  



 
Permanent: to live sustainably on the planet indefinitely 
 Agriculture: the practice of farming 
  
 -If we are to address climate change we need to build a 
 relationship with nature and each other. This that 
 shows the importance of the planet and can help us 
 build a personal relationships that we derive  meaning 
 from. 
Permaculture’s guiding principles  
  - Earth Care 
  -People Care 
  - Share Surplus.  
 
Food is a great way to gain people’s interest because we are so 
connected to it, as it is a social context we are in daily and we are 
comfortable to talk about food. This is where we can use the 
popularity of local food to loop them into making change. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mimicking nature! We need to build a culture around the values Egalitarianism and communitarianism



“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow”- Audrey 
Hepburn   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Permaculture can provide us with a sense of wonder in our impact and allow for us to celebrate nature



Bring Permaculture to McMaster 
The best way to bring about change is to actually do it and 
provide the outlet to others 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the partners
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