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Introduction: As we progress through the age of sustainable development, consumers are becoming more aware of how energy efficient technology can help their homes operate more
effectively and economically. Governments at the provincial and federal level along with local utilities are implementing energy efficiency standards and regulations for new appliances
coupled with incentives and rebates that encourage local businesses and residents to invest in technologies that not only save consumers money, but reduce their impact on the environment
and on energy grids. As a result, major home appliance firms are continuing to invest important R&D into energy efficient innovation. But as technology becomes more efficient and new
refrigerators replace older models at a more rapid rate, very rarely is the embodied energy footprint associated with upstream operations considered. By exploring these stages in the supply
chain, one can begin to understand whether or not it makes economic and environmental sense to invest in ENERGY STAR® appliances that replace perfectly functioning 30-year-old models.
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