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        AIDS             Climate Change 

Global, complex, multisectoral   Global, complex, multisectoral 

Invisible culprit: HIV     Invisible culprits: CO2, CH4 

Future: 10-15 years     Future: 25-50-100 years 

Medical jargon      Scientific jargon 

Taboo:  sexual behavior    Taboo: the end of shopping 

Big Pharma       Big Oil 

Media focus on negative    Media focus on negative 

Moral issue: access     Moral issue - divestment 



Peter-Matthias Gaede 

“People will turn away from environmental issues  
if the media reports only on disasters and problems…” 
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Divestment 

#LeaveItInTheGround 



 
 



 
 

Back-up slides 



#ClimateThing 



 
 

Denial 



Focus on negative 



Blame 



Call to action - vague 



Call to action - specific 



  Hollywood 



Broadening 





1) To talk about climate change, you don’t have to “talk about climate change” 

           - Dr. Joe Smith, Sr. Lecturer in Environment, The Open University 
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“I don’t call myself an environmentalist;  
I call myself a pollution fighter.” Lt Gen Russel Honoré 



Change the story 
1) To talk about climate change, you don’t have to “talk about climate change” 

2) Focus on solutions 

3) Change social norms 

4) Use humor 

5) Create the future 

“You never change things by 
fighting the existing reality. 
To change something, build 
a new model that makes the 
existing model obsolete.” 


